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Music by Casey Gorab
Text by Allie and Josh Lisner

SATB with Piano



Note from the Poet and Commissioner

When I sat down to write this text and decided to commission a piece of music for the Edison High School graduation
ceremony, I spent months reflecting on my own time in high school and observing my students’ experiences. What
became clear was one undeniable truth: the high school years are filled with growth, loss, love, heartbreak, and intense
emotions. It’s a time of heartache and joy, laughter and sadness—one that most people look back on with mixed

emotions.

As a teacher, I have the rare privilege of witnessing students’ journeys over the course of several years. To see them grow,
change, and come into their own is a gift I cherish myself each day. It is one of the reasons it is so difficult for me when
they move on and graduate. However watching them go out into the world and take the lessons they’ve learned truly
tills me with joy. This text, written together with my wife, was born from that understanding. We wanted to capture the
complexity of the high school experience and convey the very real emotions that accompany such a formative time in life
and the journey and lessons that accompany that.

In the first verse, we explore the feelings of “Facing the Unknown.” This reflects the early moments of high school, or
any new beginning, where uncertainty, fear, and nerves dominate. Some may feel excited, but many—at least in my

experience—are hesitant and cautious about what lies ahead. But soon after, they start to find their way.

The second verse focuses on embracing the journey, a moment when growth and discovery begin to take hold. It’s
about realizing that we are always in transition, constantly moving toward new beginnings. It is here that students begin
to feel empowered by their own choices and find their voices.

In the third verse, the song shifts to reminiscing. As students approach the end of their high school journey, they begin
to reflect on all they’ve been through—the friendships, the struggles, the memories. This verse speaks to the importance

of cherishing those connections, even as they recognize that this chapter is coming to a close.

Each chorus was intentionally crafted with subtle differences to reflect the ever-evolving nature of the journey. While

there is a sense of familiarity, the small changes show that with time, we grow, learn, and move forward.

At the core of this piece is the choir program’s motto: “Find Your Voice.” This phrase holds deep significance. It speaks
to both the musical aspect of discovering one’s vocal abilities and the broader personal growth that comes from gaining

confidence and self-assurance. It’s a message I believe in deeply, and one that I wanted to weave throughout the text.

Lastly, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to my loving wife, whose unwavering support made this possible.
Together, we shaped this narrative, and her guidance has been invaluable. I am endlessly grateful for her partnership,
both in life, my high school experience, and in the creation of this piece.

Thank you for allowing me to be part of your journey and for letting this song accompany you as you take your next

Steps.

Josh Lisner
Director of Choirs and Vocal Music
Edison High School, Edison NJ



For the graduating seniors of Edison High School—commissioned with love by Josh Lisner.

May you cherish every moment and continue to Find your Voice. Thank you for the memories and laughter.

Text by Allie and Josh Lisner

Journey On

for SATB Voices and Piano Music by Casey Gorab
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